Kolyvagin’s work on modular elliptic curves

BENEDICT H. GROSS

1. Let X,(N) be the modular curve over @ which classifies elliptic curves
with a cyclic N-isogeny. Let K = @(x/=D) be an imaginary quadratic field
of discriminant —D, where all prime factors of N are split. For simplicity, we
assume that D # 3,4, so the integers O of K have unit group O* = (%1).
Choose an ideal N of O with O/N ~1Z/Nz.

We consider K, and all other number fields in this paper, as subfields of C.
Then the complex tori C/O and C/N ™! define elliptic curves related by a
cyclic N-isogeny, hence a complex point z; of Xo(NN). The theory of complex
multiplication shows that the point z; is rational over K, the Hilbert class

field of K.

Let F be a modular elliptic curve of conductor N over @, and fix a paramet-
rization ¢ : Xo(N) — E which maps the cusp co of X,(N) to the origin
of E. Once ¢ has been chosen, there is a unique invariant differential w on
E over Q such that ¢*(w) is the differential Xa,q"dg/q associated to a nor-
malized (@, = 1) newform on Xo(N). Write wy = cw, where wy is a Néron
differential on F. It is known that c is an integer, and we may assume that
c>1.

Let y; = ¢(z,) in E(K,), and define the point yx = Trg, /(1) in E(XK).
This point is obtained by adding y, to its conjugates, using the group law on
E. If N is another ideal with O/N’ ~ Z/N1Z, and y% is the corresponding
point in E(K), we have yx = +yx + (torsion). Hence the canonical height
iz(yK) is well-defined, independent of the choice of A. Zagier and I proved
the limit formula [GZ; Ch. I, (6.5)]:

Jeyw A W,

\/5 ’ h(yK).

In particular, the point yg has infinite order if and only if L'(E/K,1) 5 0.

(1.1) L'(E/K,1) =
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By comparing (1.1) with the conjecture of Birch and Swinnerton-Dyer for
L(E/K,s), Zagier and I were led to the following [GZ; Ch. V, 2.2).

Congecture 1.2 Assume that /;,(yK) # 0, or equivalently, that the point yg
has infinite order in E(K). Then

(1) the group E(K) has rank 1, so the index Ix = [E(K) : Zyk] is finite,
(2) the Tate-Shafarevich group I(E/K) is finite; its order is given by

#I(E/K) = (Ix/c- pnm,)’
where m, = (E(Q,) : £°(Q,)).

In (2), note that both the index Ix and the integer ¢ depend on the para-
metrization ¢, but that the ratio Ix/c is independent of the parametrization
chosen. Since c and the local factors m, are integers, the formula in (2) pre-
dicts that the order of ILI( E/K) should always divide (Ix)?. This implies, by
the existence of the Cassels pairing, that the group III(E/K) should always
be annihilated by Ik.

Kolyvagin has proved a great part of Conjecture 1.2. His main result is the

following [K1, Thm. A].

Theorem 1.8 (Kolyvagin) Assume that the point yx has infinite order in
E(K). Then

(1) the group E(K) has rank 1,
(2) the group I(E/K) is finite, of order dividing tg/k - (Ix)?*.

In part (2) of this theorem, gk is an integer > 1, whose prime factors depend
only on the curve E: they consist of 2 and the odd primes p where the Galois
group of the extension Q(F,) is smaller than expected.

In many cases, Theorem 1.3 reduces the conjecture of Birch and Swinnerton-
Dyer to a finite amount of computation. For example, let E = X,(37)/ws;
be the curve y* + y = z°® — z, and let ¢ be the modular parametrization of
degree 2. Then ¢ =1 and m3; = 1 in part (2) of Conjecture 1.2, so we expect
that #II(E/K) = (Ix)* when yg has infinite order. Kolyvagin shows that
tg/x is a power of 2 in this case, and that tg;x = 1 when Iy is odd. To
prove the full conjecture of Birch and Swinnerton-Dyer for E over K, one
must construct non-trivial elements in II(E/K) when Ix > 1. (Kolyvagin’s
method suggests such a construction — see §11). We remark that in this case
the point yx lies in E(Q), which is infinite cyclic and generated by P = (0, 0).
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Writing yx = mg - P we find Ix = *tmg; the integers mg appear as Fourier
coefficients of a modular form of weight 3/2 for I'y(4 - 37) [Z; 85].

2. We will not prove all of Theorem 1.3, but will sketch the proof of a slightly
weaker result to illustrate Kolyvagin’s main argument. In all that follows, we
assume that the curve E does not have complex multiplication over C. (This
excludes only thirteen j-invariants.) Then Serre has shown that the extension
Q(E,) generated by the p-division points of E has Galois group isomorphic
to GL,(Z/pZ) over Q for all sufficiently large primes p [S; Thm. 2]. In fact,
if F is semi-stable (i.e., if N is square-free), the Galois group of Q(E,)/Q is
isomorphic to GL,(Z/pZ) for all p > 11 [Ma; Thm. 4].

The first (crucial) observation is the following. If yx has infinite order in
E(K), one does not know a priori that the index [E(K) : Zyg] is finite.
However, since the group E(K) is finitely generated, the point yg is not
infinitely divisible in E(K). In other words, there are only finitely many
integers n such that yx = nP with P € E(K).

Proposition 2.1 Let p be an odd prime such that the extension Q(E,) has
Galois group GL,(Z/pZ), and assume that p does not divide yx in E(K).
Then

(1) the group E(K) has rank 1,
(2) the p-torsion subgroup I(E/K), is trivial.

When yg has infinite order in E(K), Proposition 2.1 applies for almost all
primes p. Our hypotheses imply that p does not divide the index Ix =
[E(K) : Zyk], so the conclusion is consistent with part (2) of Conjecture 1.2.
Kolyvagin obtains Theorem 1.3 by refining the argument for primes p which
divide y, using the fact that p” does not divide yx for large n. The p-primary
component of III(E/K) is bounded using his techniques on ideal class groups
(see [R2]). When the Galois group of Q(E,) is strictly contained in GL,(2/pZ),
he uses Serre’s result that the Galois group of Q(E,») has bounded index in
GL,(2/p"2) for n — oo.

In fact, what we will prove involves the Selmer group Sel(E/K), at p, which
sits in an exact sequence of Z/pZ-vector spaces

(2.2) 0 — E(K)/pE(K) -5 Sel(E/K), — UI(E/K), — 0.

By our hypothesis on Q(E,), the group E(K) contains no p-torsion and the
dimension of E(K)/pE(K) over Z2/pZ is equal to the rank of E(K).
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Proposition 2.8 Let p be an odd prime such that the extension Q(E,) has
Galois group GL,(Z/pZ), and assume that p does not divide yx in E(K).
Then the group Sel(E/K), is cyclic, generated by yx.

The proof of Proposition 2.3 (following Kolyvagin) has three steps. The first is
the construction of certain cohomology classes c(n) € H'(K, E,) from Heeg-
ner points of conductor n for K, and the study of their amazing properties.
The second is the use of Tate duality to obtain information on the local com-
ponents of elements in the Selmer group Sel,(E/K) from the classes ¢(n).
The third is the use of the Cebotarev density theorem to convert information
on the local components of the Selmer group to an upper bound on its order.
Proposition 2.1 is an immediate corollary of Proposition 2.3, using (2.2).

3. We begin with a construction of the cohomology classes ¢(n), or rather,
with a description of the properties of Heegner points on which the construc-
tion depends.

Let n > 1 be an integer which is prime to N, and let O, = Z + nOx be the
order of index n in Ok. The ideal A, = M N O, is an invertible O@,-module
with O,/N, ~ Z/NZ. Consequently the elliptic curve C/O, (with its cyclic
N-isogeny to C/N,!) defines a complex point z, on X,(N). The theory of
complex multiplication shows that the point z, is rational over K,,, the ring
class field of conductor n over K. We have a field diagram with Galois groups
marked:

" Pic(0x) Pic(0,)

Here 7 is complex conjugation, which lifts to an involution of K, and acts on

Gal(K,/K) by: tor™! =071,

We will only consider the points z, on Xo(/N), and their images y, = ¢(z,) in
E(K,), when the integer n is square-free. We insist that every prime factor
£ of n satisfies:

(3.1) £ does not divide N - D - p.
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This hypothesis implies that the prime £ is unramified in the extension K(E,).
We let Frob(¢) be the conjugacy class in Gal(K(E,)/Q) containing the Frobe-
nius substitutions of the prime factors of £, and further insist that

(3.2) Frob(¢) = Frob(oo)

as conjugacy classes in Gal(K(E,)/Q). Here Frob(oo) is the conjugacy class
of complex conjugation 7. There are an infinite number of primes £ satisfying
(3.2), by Cebotarev’s density theorem.

A simple implication of (3.2) is that Frob(¢) = 7 in Gal(K/Q). Hence the
prime (£) remains inert in K; we let A denote its unique prime factor. The
implication Frob(¢) = Frob(oo) in Gal(Q(E,)/Q) is equivalent to the congru-
ences:

(3.3) a=f0+1=0 (mod p),

where £ + 1 — a, is the number of points on the reduction E over the finite
field F, = 2/¢1. Indeed, the characteristic polynomial of Frob(¢) acting on
E, is known to be 2? — g,z + ¢, whereas the characteristic polynomial of
Frob(oo) = 7 is known to be 2? — 1 = (z — 1)(z + 1).

Let F) denote the residue field of K at A, which has £ elements. By (3.2) the
prime A splits completely in the extension K(E,). Hence E(F)), ~ (2/p2)?%
in fact we have:

(3.4) E(F)* ~ 1/p1

where + denote the eigenspaces for the automorphism group (1,7). Indeed
E(F\)* has order £+1 —a,, and E(F))™ has order £+ 1+ a,; both are divisible
by p by (3.3).

We recall that n is square-free, Write n = [[£ and let G,, be the Galois
group of the extension K,/K,. Then G, =~ [[G, where, for each {|n, G, is
the subgroup fixing the subfield K,;,. The subgroups G, ~ F}*/F} are cyclic
of order £+ 1. Let o, be a fixed generator of G,; the augmentation ideal of
the group ring Z[G,] is principal and generated by (o, — 1). Let Tr, be the
element Y o in Z[G,], and let D, be a solution of

Gy

(3.5) (0‘;—1)-D¢=K+I—Trt

in Z[G,). Then D, is well-defined up to addition of elements in the subgroup
¢ Jrs)

Z - Tr, (Kolyvagin uses the solution D§ = Y i -0} = =Y (o} —1)/(oe — 1)
i=1 i=1
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but this has little advantage over the others). Finally, define D, =[] D, in
z[G,].

Proposition 3.6 The point D,y, in E(K,) gives a class [D,y,] in
(E(K,)/pE(K,)) which is fixed by G,.

Proof It suffices to show that [D,y,] is fixed by o, for all primes {|n, as
these elements generate G,,. Hence we must prove that (o, — 1)D,y, lies in

pE(K.).

Write n = £-m. By (3.5) we have (6,—1)D,, = (¢,~1)D,-D,, = ({+1-Tr,)D,,
in 2[G,]. Hence

(6¢ = 1)Duyn = (€ + 1)Dyn — D (Trey,).

Since £+1 = 0 (mod p) by (3.3), it suffices to show that Tr.y, lies in pE(K,,).
This follows from part (1) of the following proposition, and the congruence

a, = 0 (mod p) of (3.3).

Proposition 3.7 Let n =¢-m. Then

(1) Treyn =@, ym in E(K,).
(2) Each prime factor A, of £ in K|, divides a unique prime \,, of K,,, and
we have the congruence y,, = Frob(),,)(y) (mod A,).

Proof This follows from the corresponding facts about the points z,, and «,,
on Xo(N) over K,. If T, denotes the Hecke correspondence, which is self-dual
of bidegree £+ 1, we have: Tr,x, = Ty(z,,) as an equality of divisors of degree
£+1 on Xo(N) over K,, [G; §6]. Since o(Tid) = a, - ¢(d) for any divisor d on
Xo(NV), this proves (1).

To prove (2), we note that by class-field theory, the prime A is split completely
in K,,/K (as it is principal, and generated by an integer £ prime to m). The
factors A, of A in K|, are totally ramified in K, : A, = (A,)**!. In particular,
the residue field F), has ¢? elements and is canonically isomorphic to Fy. We
have the congruence: z, = Frob(),,)(z,,) on Xo(N) over F),. Indeed, the
points in the divisor Ty(z,,) are the conjugates of z, over K,,; these are all
congruent to z, {mod A,) as A,, is totally ramified in K,/K,,. The Eichler—
Shimura congruence relation T, = Fr, + Fr; (mod £) shows that at least one
point in the divisor Tz, is congruent to Frob(\,,)(z,,) (mod A,). Hence all
points in the divisor are congruent to Frob(\,,){(z,,); this also follows from
the fact that the residue field has £ elements, so o = o!/%.
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The two properties of Heegner points in Proposition 3.7 show that the col-
lection {y,} forms an ‘Euler system’, in the language of Kolyvagin [K1; §1].
In the next section, we show how they may be used to construct cohomology
classes ¢(n) in H'(K, E,). We observe that since Tryy, = a,y, lies in pE(K,),
the class [D,y,) in E(K,)/pE(K,) is independent of the choice of solutions
D, of (3.5). It depends on the choice of generators o, of G, only up to scaling

by (z/pz)*.

4. We retain the notation n = []£ with ¢ satisfying (3.1) and (3.2).
Let G, be the Galois group of K, over K; this sits in an exact sequence
0 - G, — G, — Gal(K,/K) — 0. Let S be a set of coset representa-
tives for G, in G,, and define

(4.1) P, = ZSU(Dnyn) in E(K,).

By Proposition 3.6, the class [P,] in E(K,)/pE(K,) is fixed by G,. We use the
same set S to define P, for any m|n; note that P, = Zayl = Trg, k(1) =

s€S
yk- The class [P,] is independent of the choice of S, and depends on the
choice of generators o, of Gy, for £|n, only up to scaling by (Z/pz)*.

The exact sequence 0 — E, — F -2, E — 0 of group schemes over
gives, on taking cohomology (Galois = étale) over K and K,, a commutative
diagram

0
!
(4.2) H'(K,/K,E),
Inf{
0 — E(K)/pE(K) - HY(K,E,) — HY(K,E), — 0

[l

0 — (E(Ka)/pE(K,))o" 225 HY (K, B, )or — H(K,, E)on.

Both rows of (4.2), and the right column, are exact. The restriction from
H'(K,E,) to HY(K,,E,)° is an isomorphism, as its kernel is
H'(K./K,E,(K,)) via inflation and its cokernel injects into
H*(K,/K,E,(K,)) via transgression in the Hochschild-Serre spectral se-
quence. These cohomology groups are both. trivial by the following.

Lemma 4.8 The curve F has no p-torsion rational over K,,.
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Proof If not, either E,(K,) = Z/pZ or E,(K,) = (Z/pZ)®. The first implies
that E, has a cyclic subgroup scheme over @, as K, is Galois over Q. Hence
the Galois group of Q(E,) is contained in a Borel subgroup of GLy(Z/pz). If
E,(K,) = (2/pZ)?, then Q(E,) is a subfield of K,, and we have a surjective
homomorphism G, —» GL2(Z/pZ). This is impossible: when p > 2,
GL4(Z/pZ) is not a quotient of a group of ‘dihedral’ type.

We now define Kolyvagin’s cohomology classes. Let ¢(n) be the unique class
in H'(K, E,) such that

(4.4) Res ¢(n) = 6,[P,] in HY(K,,E,)*".
Let d(n) be the image of ¢(n) in H'(K,E),. Since Res d(n) = 0 by the
commutativity of (4.2) and the exactness of the bottom row, there is a unique

class d(n) in H'(K,/K, E), = H'(G,, E(K,)), such that

(4.5) Inf d(n) = d(n) in H'(K,E),.

W. McCallum has observed that the class ¢(n) is represented by the 1-cocycle

4.6 1 1 (¢ -1)P,
. o)=o(-P)-=-P, ——~L"
on Gal(K/K). Here —-1 P, is a fixed p** root of P, in E(K), and _( 1)P, is

the unique p™ root of (¢ — 1)P, in E(K.,), which exists by Lemma 4.3. The
class d(n) is represented by the 1-cocycle

(¢ —1)P,
p
on G,.
Proposition 4.7 (1) The class ¢(n) is trivial in H'(K, E,) if and only if
P, € pE(K,).

(2) The class d(n) is trivial in H'(K, E),, and the class d(n) is trivial in
H\(K,/K,E),, if and only if P, € pE(K.) + E(K).

Proof This follows from their definitions and the diagram (4.2).

Note The class ¢(1) is trivial if and only if P, = y is divisible by p in E(K),
and the classes d(1) and d(1) are always globally trivial.
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5. We now discuss the action of Gal(K/Q) = (1,7) on the cohomology
classes ¢(n) in H'(K, E,). Since p is odd, we have a direct sum decomposition
into eigenspaces for 7:

(5.1) H\(K,E,) = H'(K, E,)* ® H\(K, E,)".

We will see that the class ¢(n) lies in one of these eigenspaces, whose sign
depends both on £ and the number of primes £ dividing n.

Let ¢ = *1 be the eigenvalue of the Fricke involution wy on the eigenform
f = La,q" associated to the modular curve E:

(5.2) flwuy =¢€- f.

Then the L-function of E over Q satisfies a functional equation with sign

= —€.

Complex conjugation 7 acts on the Galois extension K, and hence on the
point y, in E(K,).

Proposition 5.3 We have y” = ¢ -y + (torsion) in E(K,), for some ¢’ € G,.

Proof This follows from the identity [G, §5]

T !

z, = wy(z;)

for some ¢’ in G,. Hence
(20 — 00)7 = wy(2, — 00)° + (wnoo — 00).

Since wy oo is the cusp 0 of Xo(V), and the class of (0 — o) is torsion in the
Jacobian, this gives the claim on the curve E.

Proposition 5.4 (1) The class [P,] lies in the ¢, = € - (—1)/" eigenspace for 7
in (E(K,)/pE(K,))°", where f, = #{{: {|n}.

(2) The class ¢(n) lies in the ¢,-eigenspace for T in H'(K, E,), and the class
d(n) lies in the ¢,-eigenspace for 7 in H'(K, E),.

Proof Recall that P, = ZaDny,, in E(K,), where S is a set of coset

g€S
representatives for G, in G,. For any o € G, we have the commutation

relation 7o = o~'7. Hence 7P, = Za‘ernyn.
s
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But D, = [[D, in Z[G.], where D, € Z[G.] is a solution (well-defined up to

Yn
m Tr,) of (6, —1)D, = £+ 1 — Tr,. Applying 7 on the right and left of this
identity, we find
(0'[ el I)Dﬂ' = T(O’g — l)Dg

= (o;' = 1)7D,

= —o; (0, — 1)7D,.
Hence 7D, = —0,D,7 + kTr, for some k € Z, as 7D, + 0,D,7 is annihilated
by (¢, —1). (For D} = iiai, one has k = £). Since Try, = aynye =0 in
pE(K,), we have 1

TP, =(-1)" -T[o.- Y, 07" - Du(rya) (mod pE(K,)).

Ln S

But 7y, = €-0'(y.)+ torsion, by Proposition 5.3, for some ¢’ in G,. But
Lemma 4.3 shows that E(K,), = 0. Hence

TP.=¢[[oc-0 ) 07 Day. (mod pE(K,)).

Un 8
The sum ¥ 07Dy, is = P,, as [D,y,) is fixed by G, and {o~'} is another
set of coset representatives for G, in G,. Since [P,] is fixed by G,, we have

TP, = ¢, P, mod pE(K,,)

which proves (1). The statements in (2) are an immediate corollary, as all the
maps in the diagram (4.2) commute with the action of Gal(K/Q) = (1, 7).

Since d(n) € H'(K, E)i, we may refine Proposition 4.7, part (2).

Corollary 5.5 The class d(n) is trivial in H'(K, E);* if and only if P, €
pE(K,) + E(K)™.

6. Recall that
(6.1) U(E/K), = ker(H'(K, E), — ||H"(K.,E),)

where the sum is taken over all places v of K. The Selmer group Sel(E/K),
is, by definition, the largest subgroup of H'(K, E,) which maps to UI(E/K),
in HY(K, E),. We now wish to decide if the class ¢(n) is in the Selmer group,
i.e., if the class d(n) is locally trivial at all places of K. We note that 8,[P,]
is in the Selmer group of E over K, and is fixed by G,, but restriction does
not necessarily induce an isomorphism: Sel(E/K), — Sel(E/K,)5".
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Proposition 6.2 (1) The class d(n), is locally trivial in H'(K,, E), at the
archimedean place v = oo, and at all finite places v of K which do not divide
n.

(2) ¥ n = ¢m and X is the unique prime of K dividing ¢, the class d(n), is
locally trivial in H*(K,, F), if and only if P,, € pE(K,,,) = pE(K,) for one
(and hence all) places A, of K, dividing A.

Proof If v = o0, K, = Cis algebraically closed and the Galois cohomology of
E is trivial. If v [ n then the class d(n) is inflated from the class d(n) of an
extension K,/K which is unramified at v. Hence d(n), lies in the subgroup
HY(K!"[K,,E), where K" is the maximal unramified extension. This group
is trivial when E has good reduction at v [M; Ch. I, §3], so d(n), = 0 for
v JN.

If v|N the curve E has bad reduction: let E° be the connected compo-
nent of the Néron model and ¢ = E/E° the group of components. Then
HY(K*|K, E®) = 0, so H'(K!/K,, E) injects into H'(F,, ) [M; Ch. I,
Prop. 3.8]. But the class d(n), is represented by a cocycle with values in
a subgroup E' with (E' : E°) prime to p. Indeed, let J be the Jacobian of
Xo(N). Then for any place w dividing v in K, the class of the Heegner divi-
sor (z,) — (00) in J(K,,,) lies, up to translation by the rational torsion point
(0) = (00), in J® [GZ; III, 3.1]. Hence y, is, up to translation by rational
torsion on E, in E°. Since F(Q), = 0 by assumption, the points y, (and
hence D, y, and P,) lie in a subgroup £’ whose image in ¢ has order prime
to p. Since d(n), is killed by p, we have d(n), = 0.

(2) We recall that the prime A splits completely in K,, and each factor A,, is
totally ramified, of degree £+ 1, in K,,. The localization d(n), is represented
by the cocycle o — i”—';z'l on Gal(K,,/K,, ) ~ G, with values in E(K,,).
Since £ J N the curve E has good reduction at A; let E' denote the subgroup
of points reducing to the identity. Since E' is a pro-f-group and ¢ # p, the
cohomology group H*(G,, E'(K,,)), = 0. Hence d(n), is trivial if and only
if it has trivial image in
H'(G,, E(F),)), = Hom(G,, E(F)),),

where E = E/E" is the reduced curve. The image of d(n), is represented
by the cocycle & — reduction of —%. Since G, is cyclic, generated
by o,, we see that the local class d(n), is trivial if and only if the point

" has trivial reduction (mod ),). Since o, acts trivially on
- Ny ~ -
E(F,,) = E(F)), the reduction @, is contained in E(F)),.
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Since P, = Z oD, - D, y, and (0, —1)D, =€+ 1 — Tr,, we have

S
£ + 1 ag
Q.=) oD, (———yn - —ym)
2oDn (=3

by Proposition 3.7, part (1). By part (2) of that proposition, we have the
congruence:

£+1 @ _ (£+1)Frob(),) —a,

- mod A,
. » » Y. ( )

at all places A, dividing A in K,,. For any o € G, we conjugate this congruence
(mod o7'A,) by o to obtain

(Z-}- 1 ag )
Ot Yn— —Ym
p p

- ((Z+ 1)(Frob o~!A,,) — a,

ZAINER P

But o - Frob(o~1,,) = Frob(},,) - o, so we obtain

(,({ilyn_ﬂym) _ ((e+ 1)<Fr<;b Am)—a,)aym (tmod )).

g, = L+ D(Frob \) —a,

P, (mod A,).

The reduction P, lies in the e,-eigenspace for Frob(£) on E(F\)/pE(F).
Since (£+1)Frob(£) — a, annihilates E(F)), and the ¢,,-eigenspace of p-torsion
is cyclic, we see that @, = 0 if and only if B, € pE(F,). Since E! is p-
divisible, this is equivalent to the divisibility P,, € pE(K,,,).

Note We have seen that the class d(1) is always globally trivial, hence is
locally trivial at all places of K. This is in accord with Proposition 6.2,
part (1). For a more interesting example, assume n = £ is prime. Then, by
Proposition 4.7, the class d(€) is globally trivial if and only if P, € pE(K,) +
E(K). By Proposition 6.2, the class d(£) is locally trivial at all places v # A
of K, and is locally trivial at A if and only if P, = yx € pE(K)).

7. We now review the relevant results of Tate local duality [T, §2], [M, Ch.
I} which will be used in the proof of Proposition 2.3. In this section, we let
K, be a local field, with ring of integers O, and finite residue field F) of
characteristic £. We let E be an elliptic curve over K, with good reduction
over O,.
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Let p be a prime, with p # £. Then E, is a finite étale group scheme of rank
p? over O,. The Kummer sequence 0 — E, - E %5 E — 0 induces an
isomorphism

(7.1) E(K))/pE(K,) = H'(Ox E,),

as H'(O),E) = 0. Since the subgroup E'(K)) is {-divisible, the group
E(K,)/pE(K,) is isomorphic to E(F\)/pE(F)), so has dimension < 2 over
Z/p1, with equality holding if all the p-torsion on E is rational over K,.

The Weil pairing {, } : E, x E, — p, of finite group schemes over K, induces
a cup-product pairing in Galois (= étale, or flat) cohomology:

(7.2) Hl(Kx,Ep) XHI(KA,EP) —)Hz(Kx,/lp).

The invariant map of local class field theory gives a canonical isomorphism
1

H*(K\,u,) = Br(K,), = —1/1 = 7/pZ, and Tate’s local duality theorem

states that the resulting pairing of Z/pZ-vector spaces

(7.3) (,): H(K,,E,) x H'(K\,E,) — 1/pZ

is alternating and non-degenerate (see M, Ch. I, Corollary 2.3}).

The Kummer sequence 0 — E, — E 25 E — 0 gives a short exact sequence
in cohomology:

(14) 0 — E(K))/pE(K)) — H'(K\, E,) — H'(K»,E), — 0.

The subspace E(K,)/pE(K)) = H'(O, E,) is isotropic for the pairing (, )
induced by cup-product, as H*(O,,p,) = 0.

Proposition 7.5 The pairing (,) of (7.3) induces a non-degenerate pairing of
Z/pZ-vector spaces (of dimension < 2)

(,): E(K\)/pE(K)) x H'(K»,E), — Z/pL.

Proof 1t suffices to check that the subspace H'(O,, E,) is maximal isotropic,
or equivalently, that dim H'(K),, E), = dim E(K,),. This is a general fact,
due to Tate [T, §2] (see [M, Ch. I, Thm. 2.6]); we give a proof using tame
local class field theory. Let K} be the completion of the maximal unramified
extension of K); since H(K}"/K,, E) = H'(O,, E) = 0, restriction induces
an isomorphism H'(K,, E), = H'(Ky", E)f™*™. The latter group is iso-
morphic to H*(K}", E,)F**® using the Kummer sequence and the fact that
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E(K3}") is p-divisible. Since the residue field of K} is algebraically closed,
HY(K", E,)*™ = Hom(Gal(K,/K"), E,)f*®). But the homomorphism
of Gal(K,/K}") to E, must kill the wild inertia subgroup (as £ # p), and
factor through the maximal pro-p quotient of the tame inertia group. This
quotient is isomorphic to Z,(1) = T,6,, as a Frob()A)-module, so H'(K,, E),
is isomorphic to Hom(y,, E,)™"®. The latter space has the same dimension
as E(F,), ~ E(K,),, by the Weil pairing.

We henceforth assume that the p-torsion on E is rational over K, so the
Z/pZ-vector spaces in Proposition 7.5 each have dimension = 2. In this case
there is an elegant formula for the pairing (, ), which is due to Kolyvagin and

gives an independent proof of its non-degeneracy. To ¢, € E(K,)/pE(K))
we associate the point e, = (% cl)FMb()\)_l in E(K,),. To ¢, € H'(K,, E,)

we associate a homomorphism ¢, : g, — E,(K,) as above, using tame local
class field theory. Fix a primitive p** root { of 1 in K3, and let ¢,(¢) =e; in
E(K,),. Then

(7.6) C(cl,cg) = {61,62},
where {,} is the Weil pairing on E,. A proof of (7.6) may be found in the
appendix of [W].

8. We now apply Proposition 7.5 in the specific local situation which arises
in the study of Heegner points: K is an imaginary quadratic extension of @
and K, is the completion of K at an inert prime A = (£). The curve F is
defined over Q, so Gal(K/Q) = Gal(K,/Q,) = (1,7) acts on the Z/pZ-vector
spaces E(K,)/pE(K,) and H'(K,,E),.

We assume, as usual, that p is odd and that £ satisfies the congruences £+1 =
a; = 0 (mod p) of (3.3). Then the eigenspaces E(K,)* for 7 each have
dimension 1 over Z/pZ.

Proposition 8.1 (1) The eigenspaces (E(K,)/pE(K,))* and H'(K,, E)* for
Gal(K,/Q,) each have dimension 1 over Z/pZ.
(2) The pairing (,) of (2.3) induces non-degenerate pairings of Z/pZ-vector
spaces

()* : (BE(K\)/pE(K)))* x H(K, E); — 7/pL.
In particular, if dx # 0 lies in H*(K,, E)¥ and s, € (E(K,)/pE(K,))* satis-
fies (s»,d)) =0, then s, =0 (mod pE(K))).

Proof (1) We have isomorphisms of Gal(K)/Q,)-modules:
E(K)\)/pE(K,) = E(K,), and H'(K,, E), = Hom(p,(K)), E(K)),).
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Since £ +1 = 0 (mod p), p,(Ky) = p(K\)~. Hence E(K,)f =~
(E(K>))/pE(K,))f ~ H'(K,, E)¥, and all eigenspaces have dimension 1.

(2) It suffices to check that the + and — eigenspaces for 7 are orthogonal
under (,). But the Tate pairing satisfies (c],c7) = (¢, ¢;), as T acts trivially
on H?*(K,,u,) = Z/pZ. Since p is odd, the result follows. (Alternately, one
can use the formula for the Weil pairing: {e],e;} = {e;,e,}” = —{e1,e,} and
Kolyvagin’s formula (7.6).)

Actually, we will use the following version of Proposition 8.1, which uses the
full power of global class field theory.

Proposition 8.2 Assume that the class d € H'(K, E)* is locally trivial for
all places v # X of K, but that dy # 0 in H'(K,, E)}. Then for any class
s in the subgroup Sel(E/K)* C H'(K, E,)* we have s, = Resk,(s) =0 in
H'(K,\, E,)*.

Proof The restriction s, lies in (E(K,)/pE(K,))*, by the definition of the
global Selmer group. Hence it suffices, by Proposition 8.1, to show that
(3)‘, d)‘) =0.

To do this, we lift d to a class cin H*(K, E,), which is well-defined modulo the
image of E(K)/pE(K). The global pairing (s, ¢)x induced by cup-product lies
in H*(K, p,) = Br(K),, and is completely determined by its local components
(8v,¢,) € Br(K,), for all places v of K. But {s,,¢,) = Oforallv # X asd, =0
in H'(K,, E),. Since the sum of local invariants is zero, by the reciprocity
law of global class field theory, we must have (s,,c¢,) = (s5,d) = 0 also.

Kolyvagin’s idea is to use global classes d satisfying Proposition 8.2 to bound
the order of Sel(E/K),. The classes d = d(n) are constructed using Heegner
points of conductors n > 1 for K in §4-5, and their local behavior is analyzed
in Proposition 6.2.

9. In this section we give a concrete description of the Selmer group
Sel(E/K), in H'(K, E,), under the hypothesis that p is odd and that the Ga-
lois group of Q(E,) is isomorphic to GLy(Z/pZ) ~ Aut(E,). Let L = K(E,);
the hypothesis that D is prime to Np implies that the numberfields K and
Q(E,) are disjoint. Hence G = Gal(L/K) is isomorphic to GL,(Z/pZ) and
contains the central subgroup Z ~ (Z/pZ)* of homotheties of E,. Since Z has
order p — 1, which is prime to p, H*(Z,E,) = 0 for n > 1. Since p is odd,
Z #1and E? = H(Z,E,) = 0.
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Proposition 9.1 We have H*(G,E,) = 0 for all n > 0. The restriction of
classes gives an isomorphism of Gal( K/Q)-modules:

Res: H'(K,E,) = H'(L,E,)° = Homg(Gal(Q/L), E,(L)).

Proof The spectral sequence H™(G/Z, H*(Z,E,)) = H™*"(G, E,), and the
vanishing of H*(Z, E,) for all n > 0, gives the vanishing of the cohomology
of G in E,. (This elegant proof is due to Serre.) The fact that restriction
is an isomorphism follows, as its kernel is H'(G, E,) and its cokernel injects

into H*(G, E,).
From Proposition 9.1 we obtain a pairing:
(9.2) [, ]: H(K,E,) x Gal(§/L) — E,(L),

which satisfies [s°, p°] = [s, p°] = [s, p]° for all s € H'(K, E,), p € Gal(§/L),
and o € G = Gal(L/K). If [s,p] = 0 for all p € Gal(Q/L), then s = 0 by the

injectivity of restriction.

Let S C H'(K, E,) be a finite subgroup (= finite dimensional vector space
over Z/pZ). Let Gals(Q/L) be the subgroup of p € Gal(@/L) such that
[s,p] =0 for all s € S, and let Lg be the fixed field of Gals(Q/L). Then Ly

is a finite normal extension of L.

Proposition 9.3 The induced pairing
[,]:8xGal(Ls/L) — E,(L)

is non-degenerate: it induces an isomorphism of G-modules:
Gal(Ls/L) = Hom(S, E,(L)),

as well as an isomorphism of Gal(K/Q)-modules:

S = Homg(Gal(Ls/L), E,(L)).

Proof From the definition of Lg, and the injectivity of restriction proved in
9.1, the pairing [, ] : SxGal(Ls/L) — E,(L) induces injections Gal(Ls/L) <
Hom(S, E,) and S — Homg(Gal(Ls/L), E,). If r = dim(S), this shows that
Gal(Ls/L) is a G-submodule of Hom(S, E,) ~ E’. Since E, is a simple G-
module, E7 is semi-simple. Since any submodule of a semi-simple module is
semi-simple, we have an isomorphism of G-modules: Gal(Ls/L) = E; for s <
r. Hence Homg(Gal(Ls/L), E,) ~ (Z/pZ)*; since this contains S =~ (Z/pZ)"
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we must have s > r. Consequently s = r and the injections induced by [, ]
are both isomorphisms.

We apply Proposition 9.3 to the finite subgroup S = Sel(E/K), of H'(K, E,).
For simplicity in notation, we let M = Ly and H = Gal(M/L) = Gal(Ls/L).
We assume, in preparation for the proof of Proposition 2.3, that yx is not
divisible by p in E(K), and let §yx be its non-zero image in Sel(£/K),. Let
1 be the subgroup of H which fixes the subfield L(;yx) = L(syx) of M. Here

is a field diagram.
e

L(Zyk) H ~Hom(Sel(E/K),, E,))

AN

M

04) L =K(E,)
G ~ Aut(E,)

IK

Q

Let 7 be a fixed complex conjugation in Gal(M/Q), and let H* and I* denote
the +1 eigenspace for 7 (acting by conjugation) on H and 1.

Proposition 9.5 (1) We have H* = {(th)’: h € H}, It = {(ri)* : 1 € I},
and HY/I* ~Z/pz.
(2) Let s € Sel(E/K)¥. Then the following are equivalent:

(a) [s,p]=0 forallpe H

(b) [s,0]=0 forall pe H*

(c) [s,0]=0 forall pe HY — It

(d) s=0.

Proof (1) Since p is odd, H* = H™*' = {h" -h : h € H}. But A" =
Tht™! = Thr as 7> = 1, so h"h = (7h)’. The same works for I*. Finally,

H*/I* = (H/I)* = Ef ~1/pL.

(2) Clearly (d) <= (a) = (b) == (c¢), so it suffices to prove that (c¢) =
(b) => (a). Since s : H* — FE, is a group homomorphism and I+ # H*,
the fact that s vanishes on H* — I* implies that it vanishes on the entire
group H*. Since s € Sel(E/K)Z, it induces a G-homomorphism H — E,
which maps H* — E* and H- — E¥. If s vanishes on H*, the image
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s(H) is therefore contained in EF. But s(H) is a G-submodule of the simple
module E,, so if s(H) # E, we must have s(H) = 0.

Let A be a prime of K which does not divide Np. Then A is unramified in
M/K; we assume further that A splits completely in L/K and let Ay be a
prime factor of A in M. The Frobenius substitution of Ay in Gal(M/K) lies
in the subgroup H, and its G-orbit — which we denote by Frob()) — depends
only on the place A of K. We write [s,Frob(A)] = 0 iff [s,p] = 0 for all
p € Frob()).

Proposition 9.6 For s € Sel(E/K), C H'(K, E,) the following are equivalent:

(a) [s,p] = 0, where p is the Frobenius substitution associated to the factor
Ay of Ain Gal(M/L) =

(b) [s,Frob(A)] = 0.

(c) s» =0 in HY(K,,E,).

Proof Clearly (a) and (b) are equivalent, as for all ¢ € G we have [s, p°l =
[s,p]°. To prove the equivalence of (a) and (c) we assume s, = P, in
E(K,)/pE(K,) — H'(K), E,). Then 2P, is rational over M, ,,, and [s, p] =

(3Pt in BE(M,,,), ~ E(M),. Hence [s,pl = 0if and only if P, € pE(K,).

10. We now give the proof of Proposition 2.3, treating the eigenspaces of
Sel(EF/K), in turn. Recall that the Heegner point yx = P; lies in the e-
eigenspace for complex conjugation on E(K)/pE(K) (where € is the eigen-
value of the Fricke involution on the eigenform f associated to E). Hence
6y lies in the e-eigenspace of Sel(E/K),.

Claim 10.1 Sel(E/K);¢ = 0.

Proof Assume that s € Sel(E/K),¢. To show s = 0 it suffices, by Proposition
9.5, to show that [s,p] = 0 for all p € H* — I'*. Such elements have the form
p = (Th)?, for some h € H.

Let £ be a rational prime which is unramified in the extension M/Q, and
has a factor Ay whose Frobenius substitution is equal to A in Gal(M/Q).
Such primes exist, and have positive density, by Cebotarev’s density theorem.
Then (£) = A is inert in K and X splits completely in L. The Frobenius
substitution of Fy,, /F; is equal to (Th)?, so to prove that [s, p] = 0 it suffices,
by Proposition 9.6, to show that s, =0 in H'(K,, E,).
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Let c(£) be the global cohomology class in H*(K, E,) constructed in §4, and
let d(¢) be its image in H*(K, E),. By Proposition 5.4, both classes lie in
the —e-eigenspace for complex conjugation and, by Proposition 6.2, d(£) is
locally trivial except at A\. We claim that d(¢), # 0 in H'(K), E),. Indeed,
by Proposition 6.2, d(£), is trivial if and only if yx = P, € p E(K,), or
equivalently, if the prime X splits completely in the extension L(%yK). Since
Frob(A) = p is not in I* = I N H* by hypothesis, this splitting does not
occur.

We therefore may apply Proposition 8.2, with d = d(£), to conclude that
sy = 0. Since this argument works to show [s,p] = 0 for any p € H* — I+
(choosing £ correctly) we have shown that s = 0.

Proposition 10.2 Assume that yx is not divisible by p in E(K). Let ¢
be a rational prime which is unramified in M/Q and has a factor Ap whose
Frobenius substitution is equal to 7h in Gal(M/Q), with h € H. Then (£) = X
is inert in K and A splits completely in L = K(E,). The following are all
equivalent:

(1) c(¢)=0 in HY(K,E,)

(2) c(¢) € Sel(E/K), c H (K, E,)

(3) P, is divisible by p in E(K,)

(4) d¢)=0 in HY(K,E,)

(5) d(£),=0 in HY(K,,E,)

(6) P, = yx is locally divisible by p in E(K))

(7) A*" lies in the subgroup I* = H* N[ of H*.

Proof We have (1) <= (2) as Sel(E/K),* = 0 by 10.1. But ¢(€) =0 if and
only if P, € p E(K,), so (1) <= (3).

Since (E(K)/pE(K))~¢ = 0 by 10.1, ¢(¢) = 0 is equivalent to d(¢) = 0. Since
d(£) is locally trivial except perhaps at A, and LI(E/K); = 0 by 10.1, we
have d(£) = 0 if and only if d(€), = 0. Conditions (6) and (7) are equivalent
to d(£), = 0, by Proposition 6.2.

Claim 10.3 Sel(E/K); ~1/pl - byx.

Proof Let s € Sel(E/K);. To show s is a multiple of 6y it suffices to prove
that [s,p] = 0 for all p € I. For then s € Homg(H/I,E,) ~ 1/pl - byx. By
the argument of Proposition 9.5, it suffices to show [s,p] = 0 for all p € I*.
These elements all have the form p = (71)?, for ¢ € I.
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Let £ be a prime such that ¢(¢') is non-trivial in H'(K, E,); by Proposition
10.2 we may obtain ¢ by insisting that its Frobenius substitution is conjugate
to 7h in Gal(M/Q), where b € H and h'*" ¢ I*. Then ¢(£') is not in
Sel(E/K),, so the extension L' = Ly of L = K(E,) described in (9.3) has
Galois group isomorphic to E, and is disjoint from the extension M/L. A
prime ideal (£) = X of K, which splits completely in L, splits completely in
L’ if and only if Py is locally a p** power in E(K,,) = E(K,), for all factors
Atl Of A in K[r.

Let £ be a prime whose Frobenius substitution is conjugate to 7¢ in Gal(M/Q),
with ¢ € I and whose Frobenius substitution is conjugate to 7j in Gal(L'/Q),
where j € Gal(L’'/L) satisfies j'*7 # 1. (Since L' N M = L, these two
conditions may be satisfied simultaneously.) We claim that the class d(£¢')
in H'(K, E); is locally trivial for all places v # A, but that d(£¢'), # 0. The
local triviality for v # A, X’ follows from Proposition 6.2. Since ¢ € I, the
global class ¢(£) is zero by Proposition 10.2, and P, is divisible by p in E(K,).
Hence it is locally divisible by p in the completion at a place dividing X,
and d(£¢'), = 0 by Proposition 6.2. Finally d(¢¢'), is trivial if and only if
Py is locally divisible by p in E(K,). But this implies that X splits in L', or
equivalently that (77)? = j*" = 1. This contradicts our hypothesis on j.

We may now apply Proposition 8.2, with d = d(€¢'), to conclude that s, = 0.
Consequently [s, p] = 0, where p = (74)%. Since this argument works for any
p € I* (choosing £ judiciously) we have shown that s(I+) = s(I) = 0.

11. When the Heegner point yx has infinite order, but is divisible by p in
E(K), the cohomology classes d(n) constructed by Kolyvagin in §3-4 are
candidates for non-trivial elements in HI(E/K),. Indeed, the condition that
P, € pE(K) is equivalent to ¢(1) = 0. This implies, by Proposition 6.2, that
the classes d(€) all lie in II(E/K),. Similarly, if ¢(4;) = ¢(£,) = 0 then the
class d(£,4;) lies in HI(E/K),, if c¢(£,4,) = c(£1€3) = c(€afs) = 0, then the
class d(£,€,45) lies in II(E/K),, etc. What subgroup of III(E/K), can be
constructed in this manner?

A related question is the following. Assume that p does not divide the integer
¢ [Iyn m, in Conjecture 1.2. Can one show that the class ¢(n) is non-zero in
H'(K, E,) for some value of n = £;4,---£,7

12. Let A be an abelian variety of dimension d > 1 over @ such that the
algebra Endq(A) ® Q is isomorphic to a totally real numberfield of degree
d. A generalization of the conjecture of Taniyama and Weil states that A is
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the quotient of the Jacobian Jy(N) of some X,(V). Assume that a surjective
homomorphism ¢ : Jo(IN) — A exists, and define the points y; = ¢((z;:) —
(00)) in A(K,) and yx = Trg, k¥ in A(K) as in §1. It is easy to show that
the L-function of A over K vanishes to order > d at s = 1. Zagier and I
proved that the order of vanishing is equal to d if and only if the Heegner
point yx has infinite order in A(K) [GZ; V, 2.4]. Assuming this, Kolyvagin’s
method can be used to show that the finitely generated group A(K) has
rank d and that I1I( A/ K) is finite [K2].

Another generalization is the following. Let x be a complex character of
Gal(K,/K), and define the point y, = > _x~*(0)y? in (E(K,)®C)*. Following

Kolyvagin, one can show [B-D] that the hypothesis y, # 0 implies that the
complex vector space (E(K,;) ® C)* has dimension one.

13. Acknowledgements. 1 would like to thank K. Rubin, J.-P. Serre, and J.
Tate for their help.
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